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the bias of temperament makes us incapable of de-
cision. What is called the personal equation holds
the two scales of our minds painfully equal, and while
we meditate perpetual peace we suddenly hear the
trumpet blowing. In many of us a primitive instinct
survives which blinds and warps the reason, and calls
us like a bugle to the silly and atrocious field. For
the immediate future, I can only hope, as I confidently
believe, that the present age of capitalist war will pass,
as the age of dynastic war has passed, for ever into the
inferno where slavery and religious persecution now
lie burning, though they seemed so natural and strong.
I think it will not much longer be possible to fool the
working classes into wars for concessions or the ex-
tension of empires. I believe that already the peoples
of the greatest countries are awakening to the folly
of entrusting their foreign politics, involving questions
of peace and war, to the guidance of rulers, Ministers,
and diplomatists who serve the interests of their own
class, and have no knowledge or care for the desires
or interests of the vast populations beneath them.
I look forward to the time when the extreme arbitra-
ment of war will be resorted to mainly in the form of
civil or class contentions, involving one or other of
the noblest and most profound principles of human
existence. Or if war is to be international, we may
hope that the finest peoples of the world will resolve
only to declare it in defence of the threatened inde-
pendence of some small but gallant race, or for the
assistance of rebel peoples in revolt for freedom against
an intolerable tyranny.

I suppose a man's truest happiness lies in the keenest
energy, the conquest of difficulties, the highest fulfil-
ment of his own nature; and I think it possible that,